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A bibliography for clay quarries, mines and brickpits  

 
Simco, A 1998 Monument protection programme: The Clay Industries Step one report [this report has only limited 

reference to the extraction of clays and its main focus is on the archaeological evidence left by the processes of  pottery, brick and 

tile making including an exhaustive list of references, which is not duplicated below] 

 
BERKSHIRE 
Algar, D J and Grinstead, K H 1997 A Brick-Kiln in Decoy Wood, Aldermaston. 

Wessex Archaeology 1993 'Uncommon', Ashampstead, Newbury, Berkshire - report on recent archaeological 

investigations and requirements for further work. (unpub report) 

 

CORNWALL [china clay] 
Anon 2003 Goonvean China Clay Pit An Historic Appraisal.  Ironbridge Archaeology 119 

Bradford Barton, R M 1966 A History of the Cornish China Clay Industry. Truro: Bradford Barton 

Cole, R 2005 The Lovering China Clay Dry, Charlestown, Cornwall - Archaeological Assessment. (CHES 

2005R032) 

Cole, R 2007 Wheal Rashleigh China-Clay Dry, St Blazey, Cornwall - Archaeological Assessment. (CHES 

2007R025) 

Deeks, A 2003 Archaeological Building Recording, Evaluation & Watching Brief at Belowda Engine House, 

Goonvean China Clay Quarry. Draft Report Ironbridge Archaeology 119 

Herring, P & Smith, J R 1991 The Archaeology of the St Austell China Clay Area. (CHES 1991R011) 

Joseph, P 2001 ‘Durfold China Clay Works, Bodmin: its history, interpretation and regeneration’ J Trevithick Soc  

28, 37-67 

Roper, S and White, S 2005 Goonvean China Clay Pit ROMPS Survey Final Report. Ironbridge Archaeology 60 

Sharpe, A 1991 ‘The survey of the winding and pumping plant at Trethowel Clayworks’ J Trevithick Soc 18, 85-

90 

Smith, J 1992 Cornwall’s China Clay Heritage. Truro: CAU 

Smith, J R 1992 South Wheal Frances - An Archaeological Assessment for Kerrier Land Reclamation Scheme. 

(1992R024) 

Smith, J R 1999 Wheal Martyn, Carthew - An Archaeological Assessment. (CHES 1999R072) 

Smith, J 2008 Sky-Tips in the St Austell China Clay District an Archaeological Assessment. (CHES 2008R041) 

Thomas, N 2000 Waterwheel at Virginia China Clay Works - An Archaeological Survey. (CHES 2000R043) 

Thurlow, C 1990 China Clay: Traditional Mining Methods in Cornwall.  Penryn. 

Tonkin, J 1991 ‘An account of Trethowel China Clay Works’ J Trevithick Soc 18, 91-107 

Tonkin, J 1994 ‘The Belowda Beacon Clayworkings - two forgotten pits’ J Trevithick Soc 21, 2-21 

Varcoe, P 1978 China Clay: The early Years. Francis Anthony 

 
DEVON 
Adam, N J, Cox, P W and Chandler, J 2001 Stover Ball Clay Works ROMPS, Teigngrace, Devon: 

Archaeological Assessment (Report) [ball clay] 



Anon 2003 The Ball Clays of Devon and Dorset. BCHS and Cornish Hillside 

Bulley, J A 1955 ‘The Beginnings of the Devonshire Ball-Clay Trade’ Rep Trans Devonshire Ass 87, 191-204 

Fletcher, M 2000 The Ferro Ceramic Mine and Shaugh Brickworks, Meavy, Devon. EH AI Rep Ser AI/8/2000 

Messenger, M J 1982 North Devon Clay: The History of an Industry and its Transport. Truro: Twelveheads [ball 

clay] 

Mitchell, M 1979 Ball Clay Survey of South Devon. DCRA [ball clay] 

Newman, P 2002 Shipley Bridge China Clay Works, South Brent, Devon. EH AI Rep Ser AI/35/2002 [china clay] 

Rolt, I T C 1974 The Potter’s Field: a History of the South Devon Ball Clay Industry. Newton Abbot: David & 

Charles [ball clay] 

Smith, J R and RCHME 1996 Shaugh Bridge China-Clay Works: An Archaeological Evaluation. Truro: CAU 
[china clay] 

Wade, E A 1982 The Redlake Tramway and China Clay Works. Truro: Twelveheads [china clay] 

 
DORSET 
Norris, G 1990 The Ball Clay Industry of Dorset. (unpub MA dissertation, Ironbridge)  

Anon 1960 The Clay Mines of Dorset worked by Pike Bros, Fayle & Co Ltd, Wareham. London: Harley 

 
ESSEX 
Corder-Birch, A 1997 Survey of Brick Works in Essex. 

Bannister, N R and Bannister, D E 1993 Historic Survey of  Writtle Forest and Park, Chelmsford [clay pits and 

quarries] 

 

HAMPSHIRE 

Dicks, J 2002 Rowland Castle Brick and Tile Works. 

White, W C F 1973 ‘A gazetteer of brick and tile works in Hampshire’ Proc Hampshire Fld Club Archaeol Soc 

28, 81-97 

 
KENT 

Anon  2002 Randall's Wood, Shorne, Kent. Walkover Survey. OA (unbub report)  

 

LANCASHIRE [Marl Pits and Clay Pits] 
There are 115 Marl Pits, 192 Clay Pits and 326 Lime Kilns in the record. The source for most is cartographic, 

either OS or geology maps and many seem to be unverified by field visits. Several clay pits are mentioned in: 

LUAU 1997 NWW Forest of Bowland Estate Archaeological Survey Report. 

 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
Anon 2000 Report on evaluation at southwest Bourne. Roman claypit. JSAC (unpub report) 

Lindsey Archaeological Services 1999 Land Off South Fields, South Road, Bourne;  Archaeological Evaluation, 

Excavation and Watching Brief. (unpub report) 

Redmore, K 2007 Some Brick Kilns and Brick Makers of East Lincolnshire.  

Robinson, D N 1999 Lincolnshire Bricks – History and Gazetteer. Heritage Lincolnshire 



Holm, S 1976 Brick and Tile Making in South Humberside 

Walker,  A 2008  ‘The Survey of Lincoln Brickmaking in the West End of Lincoln’ Redmore, K 2008 Lincoln’s 

West End: a History.   

 

NORFOLK 
Wallis, H 2007 Archaeological Evaluation at the site of Caister Brick Pits, Caister on Sea, Norfolk. 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
Brown, A E (ed) 1971 ‘Archaeology in Northamptonshire 1970’ Bull Northants Archaeol Soc. [brickfield quarry] 

O'Rourke, R 1970 ‘Some Northamptonshire Brickworks’ Bull of Industrial Archaeology. (CBA Group 9) 

Moore, W R G 1980 Northamptonshire Clay Tobacco Pipes and Pipemakers. Northamptonshire Museums & Art 

Gallery 

 

SHROPSHIRE 
Hayman, R & Horton Wendy, B 1997 Blists Hill Brick and Tile Works Madeley: final report. 

   
SOMERSET 

Murless, B 1991 Somerset brick and tile makers: a brief history and gazetteer. 

 
STAFFORDSHIRE 
Andrews, A & Andrews, J 1983. The Stafford Survey Part 3 (Quarries and Brickworks). Staffordshire Industrial 

Arch Soc J 11, 33-4 

 

SUFFOLK (very few references to sources of clay) 
Pendleton, C 2005 Suffolk Archaeological Service. Site Report. (Unpub document) 

Pankhurst, C J 1988 ‘Brick Kilns in Suffolk’ Suffolk Ind Arch Soc Newsletter 21 

 

YORHSHIRE DALES 
Trueman, M and Quatermaine, J 1993 Meal Bank Quarry and Hoffman Kiln, Ingleton, North York-shire; 

Archaeological survey. LUAU (unpub report) 
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